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Pursuant to Rule 14.3 of the Rules of Practice and Procedure of the California Public 

Utilities Commission ("CPUC" or "Commission"), the Large-scale Solar Association ("LSA") 

and The Green Power Institute (collectively, the "Renewables Coalition") respectfully submit 

these comments on Administrative Law Judge ("ALF) DeAngelis' Proposed Decision Denying 

a Certificate of Public Convenience and Necessity for the ElDorado-Ivanpah Transmission 

Project ("Proposed Decision") and Commisioner Peevey's Alternate Proposed Decision 

Granting a Certificate of Public Convenience and Necessity for the ElDorado-Ivanpah 

Transmission Project ("Alternate Proposed Decision"). 

The lack of adequate transmission continues to appear at or near the top of every list of 

impediments to renewable energy development in California. The California Energy 

Commission has repeatedly stated that "the primary barrier to increased development of 

renewable resources continues to be the lack of transmission to access these resources."' 

Likewise, in the Commission's own words, "Nile aggressive renewable energy procurement 

Strategic Transmission Investment Plan (December 2009), CEC-700-2009-1 1-CMF, at 5 (noting that the same 
statement was previously made in the 2008 Integrated Energy Policy Report Update). 
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targets established by California's Renewables Portfolio Standard (RPS) legislation . . . make 

adequate transmission for renewable energy an issue of critical importance." 2 (emphasis added). 

The Renewables Coalition could not agree more. 

Given the ubiquitous recognition that transmission expansion will be necessary for the 

State to meet its Renewables Portfolio Standard ("RPS") goals, it is of critical importance that 

the Commission avoid creating additional new barriers to the development of transmission 

needed to facilitate achievement of RPS goals. Yet, that is precisely what adoption of the 

Proposed Decision would do. The Proposed Decision would (1) introduce a novel requirement 

that an applicant for a Certificate of Public Convenience and Necessity ("CPCN") must 

demonstrate that other transmission systems owned and operated by non-Commission 

jurisdictional utilities do not have sufficient available capacity to accommodate the 

interconnection of the projects requesting interconnection to the jurisdictional applicant's 

transmission system, and (2) reject Southern California Edison Company's ("SCE") application 

for a CPCN for the ElDorado-Ivanpah Transmission Project ("EITP") because SCE did not 

comply with this newly created requirement. 3 The Commission has never required such a 

showing in any of its previous applications of Public Utilities Code Section 399.2.5, and nothing 

in the statute suggests this is an appropriate or necessary test. 4 To require such a showing now 

would introduce yet another barrier, and in any practical terms an insurmountable one, to 

development of the renewable resources required to meet the State's RPS goals. Accordingly, 

the Commission should reject the Proposed Decision. 

2 Order Instituting Investigation and Rulemaking, 1.08-03-010, at 2. 
3 Proposed Decision at pp. 18-19. 
4 See, e.g., D.09-12-044 (granting a CPCN for Tehachapi Renewable Transmission Project Segments 4-11), D.07-
03-012 (granting a CPCN for Tehachapi Renewable Transmission Project Segments 1-3). 
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In this case, both the Proposed Decision and the Alternate Proposed Decision 

acknowledge that SCE's existing transmission system is limited to approximately 80 MW of 

available capacity, but the Commission has already found power purchase agreements for 

approximately 727 MW of renewable capacity that has requested interconnection to the EITP to 

be cost-effective, viable renewables contracts. 5 As such, the EITP will clearly bring incremental 

renewable energy to the California Independent System Operator-controlled grid in furtherance 

of the State's RPS goals—which is, after all, the express purpose of Public Utilities Code 

399.2.5. Accordingly, the Commission should adopt the Alternate Proposed Decision. 

For the reasons set forth above, the Commission should reject the Proposed Decision and 

adopt the Alternate Proposed Decision. 

Dated: December 6, 2010 

Gregory Morris 
Director 
The Green Power Institute 
a program of the Pacific Institute 
2039 Shattuck Ave., Suite 402 
Berkeley, CA 94704 
(510) 644-2700 

gmorris@emEnet  

On Behalf of The Green Power Institute 
a program of the Pacific Institute

Respectfully submitted, 

Shannon Eddy 
Executive Director 
Large-scale Solar Association 
2501 Portola Way 
Sacramento, CA 95818 
(916) 731-8371 
shannon a consciousventuresgroup.com 

On Behalf of Large-scale Solar 
Association 

5 Proposed Decision at 18; Alternate Proposed Decision at pp. 27-8, Findings of Fact 3 and 5. 
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